
Parents’ Forum - Minutes

09:00-10:00 Wednesday 24 Feb 2016

Present: Mrs McMullan, Headteacher (HT)

Mrs Peachment, Deputy Headteacher (DHT)

Jeremy Wiggin, Chair of Governors (JW)

Stephanie Lyall, Vice-Chair of Governors (SL)

Jon Reed, Parent Governor (JR)

Approx. 30 parents in attendance.

Introduction

HT thanked everyone for attending and introduced the governors.

JW thanked everyone for attending and thanked the Friends for providing refreshments.  JW said 

that this was hopefully the first of three Parents Forum sessions to be held before the summer 

break, with an afternoon and evening session planned.

JW briefly outlined that the role of the governing board in terms of its involvement with the school 

and events like this.  The role is to provide strategic direction to the school, hold the headteacher to 

account for the educational performance of the school and to oversee the financial performance of 

the school.  Governors are not in place to run the school but to work as a team with the staff at the 

school.

JW outlined that the format of the Forum would be a short presentation on the reorganisation of the

school, followed by an open 'question and answer' session and concluded with a discussion on the 

current communication that parents/carers have with the school.  Parents/carers were invited to 

write any questions they had on a post-it note and to stick these on a noticeboard.

Reorganisation update (JR)

There is currently a 12 month plan in place for development to accommodate primary school 

requirements.

The MUGA (multi use games area) is currently going through planning - it is a tennis court sized, all-

weather pitch that will greatly increase the opportunities for a variety of sports.

As part of the reorganisation, the school will be getting:

● Bigger tables and chairs

● Separate boys and girls toilets

● Improved bike parking facilities

● Separate medical room

● Improved outdoor learning area for Reception

● Alternative front entrance to the school with existing access at the front being closed.  This 

will allow improved access for visitors and those needing to access the school through the 

front door.
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● School offices will be moved to the front of the school

● There will be a new multi-use room for cooking and more practical subjects

● There will be appropriate I.T. Upgrades, such as more iPads and better broadband 

The plan is for all the work to occur over the 2016 summer holiday (although the MUGA may take 

longer but can be built while the school is open).  HT reassured everyone she is going to be very 

actively site managing the builders over the summer holidays to minimise the possibility of overrun.

Open Question and Answer Session

Question: Will work over the holiday affect the provision of Kaleidoscope?

Answer: It is envisaged that Kaleidoscope will continue as normal over the holidays, the 

school recognises the importance of the provision.  Parents will be kept updated.

Question: Will forest school be available to all year groups?

Answer: Yes.  All children will have access to the forest school’s curriculum in set blocks of 

the term.

Work is currently underway on the woodland garden, including an area for 

firebulding as part of forest schools.  EYFS outdoor area will be done this academic 

year to enable current reception children to benefit.

Question: Could we find a better solution for LDC taxis than parking on the zigzag lines? 

How can we stop parents parking on the yellow lines out front of school.  There 

is a large number of taxis - is there anywhere else for them to park to make it 

safer?

Answer: The school is very aware and concerned about the problem, especially in light of 

recent near miss incidents.  This is not an easy problem to solve but we are liaising 

with the Police and Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs), and working out 

the best way forward.  Currently, the taxis are allowed to park there but a concern 

was raised about the legal status of this especially if an accident were to occur – the 

school will check on this.

Suggestions were made regarding staggering LDC times so taxis aren’t there when 

other children are needing to cross the road– this will be considered by the school.

A suggestion was raised about a 'meet and greet' person to meet children and avoid 

the need for taxis to wait outside, moving them on more quickly.  This will be 

considered.

Concern was raised regarding the frequent use of the care homes driveway to turn 

round/reverse and how dangerous this is.  The school repeatedly asks 

parents/carers not to use the care home and not to park inconsiderately but some 

parents continue to ignore these requests.

Question: Has the school been contacted by the Town Council regarding the decision to 

relocate the playpark from Kings Head Meadow and any increased traffic this 

may have?
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Answer: The school has not been contacted but is fully aware of the recent decision by the 

Town Council regarding the play equipment.

Question: Are there any plans for a lollipop person to be employed especially as older 

children may come to school unaccompanied?

Answer: In the current financial climate, this is unlikely.  However, this will be raised with 

Norfolk County Council.  It was suggested that this role could be filled by a member 

of staff, or others, on a rota basis, such as at Wymondham High.  The majority of 

parents present felt that crossing Browick road was the main concern rather than 

Norwich Rd.

Question: Cars on the playground - is there an alternative solution possible?

Answer: Not really at the present time.  It isn't considered appropriate to ask staff to carry 

large amount of stuff, books etc. from Ayton Rd or Morrison’s.  Staff will be 

reminded to be mindful of pedestrians attending early clubs or breakfast club when 

driving onto or off the school site.

Question: Could the learning sheets be sent home as a paper copy please?

Answer: In general, the school is trying to use less paper and use electronic means where 

possible.  If parents are unable to access electronically, the school will provide a 

paper copy - just ask.  There is the possibility of a few paper copies in classroom for 

those who want to go in and pick up.

Question: Will Reception children play in same areas as the older children as the school 

grows?

Answer: Reception children don’t really have playtimes as they use their (soon to be 

improved) outdoor area as part of the continuous provision.  At lunchtimes, it may 

be a good idea for them to go back into this space with Midday Supervising Assistant

(MSA) supervision.

Question: Are KS2 children getting enough teaching time?  Contrast to Robert Kett 

Primary School Year 3. 

Answer: Yes.  They have a shorter day but we have to keep the current times as so many 

parents still have children across the schools.  When this phases out, there will be a 

review of start and finish times.  This will be done in consultation with parents.  It 

would be possible for older children who wish to leave school on their own to do so 

in Y5 with parental consent.

Question: Are there any ideas to help the Y3 children feel older e.g. run a tuck shop?

Answer: Yes.  There will be opportunities like that made available.  Next year, we will 

introduce a house system with house captains.

Question: Regarding healthy eating, can we change the rule allowing sweets to come home 

with children – a class of 30children can mean frequent sweets coming home as a 

birthday celebration.
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Answer: This was discussed by the group.  As sweets are already issued at end of day, parents

can stop their child eating them straight away /at all.  It was suggested that if 

parents feel strongly, they could write a note in the contact book.  Agreed that this is

a controversial issue with lots of different views.  There would need to be wider 

feedback before any decision is made.

Question: Please could there be more support for parents regarding phonics?

Answer: Yes, this is being worked on.  There will be phonics workshops for Reception parents 

providing help and support.  DHT produced a short video at her previous school 

which is freely accessible via the following link.

 www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk.  In the literacy section of the curriculum, found via 

the menu, there is a film “how we teach reading in our school”

It was asked if this could be put on the Browick website - this is being considered.

Question: Why are the picnic benches tethered onto the middle of the playground?

Answer: There is a problem with a chamber underneath the playground, which is in the 

process of being addressed by the Local Authority.  It isn’t safe for cars to drive over 

this area.  The cage was there to prevent this but this proved a trip hazard so a safer 

option is to put the benches there.  The children are safe on the benches.

Question: Is it possible to split up sit and see so that it’s not on the same day for all classes?

 Plus it wasn’t advertised last time?

Answer: Yes, this would be possible to arrange.  However, concerns were also raised from the

group that working parents would find multiple sessions difficult to accomodate.  

This needs further consideration and consultation.

Final discussion regarding communication

There was general approval of the ParentMail system from those parents attending - urgent 

messages to come via text and longer messages via email.  It was suggested that you should check 

your preferences in your settings to make sure you get the messages in the right format for you.

Parents requested longer notice of events.

Advance notice of the sports days was much appreciated.

About ½ present regularly use the school website but would like the calendar to be more 

comprehensive.

Now the HT and DHT have been in post for some time and have an idea of how things are going, 

they plan to have a far more comprehensive calendar for the next academic year, with dates of 

events trips etc. determined as far ahead as possible.

An online payment system was requested for dinner money trips etc.  This is something that the 

school will look at.

There was a question raised as to whether the school would use social media.  The Friends have a 

Facebook page – suggested that reminders of school events could be posted on here too.  Twitter is 
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a possibility but requires someone to spend time making it a useful resource.  This is being 

considered by the school

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND Parents’ Forum

DHT is very keen to set up a forum similar to the Parents Forum specifically for parents of children 

with SEN.  It would be an informal, supportive group to share ideas and discuss practices.  It is not an

arena to discuss individual children and their issues and you should not feel intimidated or under 

pressure to speak.  If you are such a parent or know someone who may be, please let DHT know.  

Dates to be confirmed.

Conclusion

JW thanked everyone for attending.

Next meeting: Date and time to be arranged.  It will be afternoon/evening event

Lessons learnt

We will make use of a microphone next time.

We will look at the seating arrangement.  The 'theatre style' used was not liked by some.
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